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SUBJECT: A PRESS MISCELLANY FROM SOFIA 

1 . THERE HAS BEEN AN INCREASE OVER RECENT WEEKS IN OBJECTION- 
ABLE COMMENTARY ABOUT THE US, GLORIFICATION ABOUT BULGARIA'S 
COMPLIANCE WITH HELSINKI, AND COUNTER-ATTACKS AGAINST ANTICI- 
PATED CHARGES TO THE CONTRARY. HERE ARE SOME SAMPLES OF 
RECENT COMMENT. 

2. OTECHESTVEN FRONT APRIL 1 1 SAID MANY AMERICANS HAVE COM- 
PLAINED AGAINST UNFAIR ACCUSATIONS ABOUT HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLA- 
TIONS IN EASTERN EUROPE AND CALLED ON THE ADMINISTRATION TO 
TEND TO AMERICA'S OWN SHORTCOMINGS. QUOTING FROM A BOOK 
"THE AMERICAN POLICE STATE" BY DAVID WISE, THE ARTICLE SAYS 
THAT US AUTHORITIES MAINTAIN EXTENSIVE LISTS OF PEOPLE WHO 
WILL BE SENT TO CONCENTRATIM CAVS IN CASE OF TROUBLE, 

OPPONENTS OF THE AMERICAN POLICE STATE ARE "PROCESSED" AT 
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PLACES SPECIALIZED FOR THIS PURPOSE, IN NORTH CAROLINA ALONE 
THERE ARE MORE THAN 80 SUCH "CORRECTIONAL" INSTITUTIONS, AND 
ALTOGETHER PRISON POPULATION OF "PEOPLE OPPOSING CAPITALIST 
OPPRESSION" EXCEEDS ONE MILLION. 

3. RABOTNICHESKO DELO APRIL 17 SAYS BULGARIA'S EXEMPLARY CSCE 
RECORD INCLUDES CONCLUSION OF TEN AGREEMENTS TO ABOLISH 
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AND FOUR TO EASE VISA REQUIRMENTS. UNFORTUNATELY ALTHOUGH 
SOME WESTERN COUNTRIES ACCEPTED SUCH AGREEMENTS. FRANCE, THE 
UK, FRG AND ITALY TURNED IT DOWN. "THE UNPREJUDICED REALIZE 
THAT THE NON-VISA REGIME OF BULGARIA IS ONE OF THE MOST 
LIBERAL." AS FOR DIVIDED FAMILIES, THE COMPETENT BULGARIANS 
DISPLAYING "GOOD FAITH AND HUMANNESS" HAVE IN THE LAST TWO 
YEARS RESOLVED THE GREAT MAJORITY OF REQUESTS FOR CONTACTS 
AND REUNION OF FAMILIES. "UNSATISFIED WERE ONQ A SMALL 
NUMBER OF REQUESTS, MOST OFTEN FILED BY NON-RETURNERS, 

POLITICAL AND COMMON CRIMINALS WITH SENTENCES PASSED BY 
BULGARIAN COURTS, WHO HAD LONG AGO LEFT AND FORGOTTEN THEIR 
COUNTRY, FAMILIES, AND RELATIVES BUT WHO NOW, AT SOMEONE 
ELSE'S SUGGESTION, APPEAL FOR HUMANITY AND COMPASSION’ AND 
EXPRESS THEIR PARENTAL' OR FILIAL' AFFECTIONS." 

4. THE SAME ARTICLE CHARGES THAT US EMIGRATION AND CITIZEN- 
SHIP LAWS DO NOT ALOW ENTRY INTO THE COUNTRY OF MEMBERS 
OF THE COMMUNIST AND WORKERS' PARTIES, EXCEPT WHEN THIS IS 
"IN THE AMERICAN INTEREST," WHICH IS A COMPLETE CONTRADICTION 
OF THE FINAL ACT OF HELSINKI. "PROBABLY IT WILL SOUND 
ANECDOTIC BUT A BULGARIAN CITIZEN WHO ASKS FOR A TRANSIT 
VISA FOR THE USA OR ENGLAND, FOR INSTANCE, EVEN IF HE WILL 
NOT LEAVE THE TRANSIT WAITING ROOM, MUST LIST ON THE FORM 
DATA ON HIS GRANDFATHER AND GRANDMOTHER, GRANDCHILDREN, SHOW 
QERE Y SERVED HIS MILITARY SERVICE, AND OF WHAT PUBLIC 
ORGANIZATION HE IS A MEMBER." PAPER ALLEGES THAT 36 REQUESTS 
FOR BULGARIAN VISITS TO "FRG, US AND OTHER COUNTRIES" WERE 
DENIED AND THAT 500 PEOPLE "DID NOT RECEIVE ANY ANSWER TO 
THEIR REQUESTS." 
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5. WE NEGLECTED TO REPORT AN EDITORIAL IN RABOTNICHESKO DELO 
APRIL 6 WHICH EXPLAINED WHY BULGARIAN POLITICAL PATTERNS AND 
POLICIES ARE QUINTESSENTIALLY BULGARIAN: "SUCH PATTERNS IN THE 
POLITICAL LIFE ARE THE KUITFUPCOOPERATION WITH THE BULGARIAN 
NATIONAL AGRARIAN UNION, THE UNINTERRUPTED ENHANCEMENT OF 
THE ROLE OF PUBLIC ORGANIZATIONS IN THE SOCIAL MANAGEMENT . . . 

IN INTERNATIONAL POLICY, THESE ARE THE FRUITFUL AND UNFLINCHING 
EFFORTS FOR OUR OWN CONTRIBUTION IN SUBSTANTIATING THE PEACE- 
FUL INITIATIVES OF THE CPSU AND THE USSR, FOR THE LARGE-SCALE 
AND SUCCESSIVE IMPLEMENTATION OF LENIN'S PRINCIPLES OF PEACEFUL 
COEXISTENCE BETWEEN COUNTRIES OF DIFFERENT SOCIAL ORDER." 

HERZ 
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